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Dear Sirs,

Registration 20018865 

I write in regard to the deferment request from Ashfield Land Ltd/Gazely (Rail Central).

I am shocked to hear that Rail Central are asking for a deferment of their Preliminary Meeting
due to inadequate traffic assessments which now require amendments. The company has been
working on this project for over 3 and a half years (their own words), and at this late stage to say
the “scale and extent of the highway mitigation changes are not yet known” is quite incredible.

It is apparent that the stages and dates they are predicting will most likely delay their Preliminary
Meeting until the end of this year, surely this cannot be acceptable?

I also note that Rail Central deem it unnecessary to consult with Interested parties whilst saying
their Examination “should be fair to all parties”. Surely this too cannot be acceptable?

The local communities have lived with this development threat for over 40 months, quality of life
is being seriously affected.  Any extension of the timescale will further negatively affect our
communities.  I liken it to ‘slow torture’!

The Northampton Gateway Issue Specific Hearing which I attended on the 12th March was to
address the cumulative impact should both applications be consented, this hearing was seriously
affected by the late submission of Rail Central’s letter requesting a deferment.  The fact that this
letter was submitted just 24 hours prior to the hearing can, in my opinion, only be considered as
wholly unprofessional. How can cumulative impact now be adequately assessed? 

I understand that, under guidance notes, any delay of more than three months would not
normally be accepted. I urge the Planning Inspectorate to refuse this request.

Yours faithfully,

Brenda Jenks




